The preface states that the book is "intended as an aid to candidates preparing for postgraduate examinations" and that the style is "deliberately concise", an "aide memoire". From the observation of registrars carrying system cards prior to examinations there is a clear need for such a book. However, it is a difficult task to be concise, yet carry sufficient details to make the book worthwhile.
This book has six chapters, including chapters on chronic pain, intensive care and equipment, topics that are of interest to final exam candidates. Unfortunately the book covers the topics so superficially that it is unhelpful to its intended readers. For example, comments regarding anaesthesia for surgery for intracranial aneurysms: "possible hypertension and instability of blood pressure", and "short periods of intense hypotension may be required during the clipping of an aneurysm …". No mention of grading of subarchnoid haemorrhage, timing of surgery, problems of vasospasm, drugs/methods to manage vasospasm temporary clipping, salient points re brain protection. Other topics are missing, for example, transurethral resection of prostate, indications for and complications of pulmonary artery catheters, the approach to assessing risk for the cardiac patient having non-cardiac surgery.
Promising sections such as "Index of disease processes with their major anaesthesia-orientated functional defects" are disappointing as detail is left out: for example, "Conns syndrome" is listed as a "disorder of electrolyte homeostasis". In addition, there are inaccuracies and misleading text, such as claims that inhibition of COX subtype I is responsible for the therapeutic action of NSAIDs, airtight endotracheal tubes in neonates and description of internal jugular cannulation. Answers to classic Part II type questions such as the management of a patient with aortic stenosis is summarized as a fixed cardiac output and that one should avoid hypotension.
In conclusion, although the concept is good, the book lacks detail, has gaps in its coverage and is misleading and inaccurate in other places. I think that trainees and Fellows of the This compilation from Elsevier contains the proceedings of the 18th International Symposium on Computing in Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, which was held in Hamamatsu City, Japan in March 1998. As to be expected from any proceedings, the subjects are as wide-ranging as they are eclectic.
However, the authors have thus been able to compile a fascinating collection of papers, which between them represent the current thinking and research, in various fields in the frontiers of technological development in anaesthesia and intensive care. Topics, naturally are wide ranging, but the authors have grouped them as logically as is possible. These include patient safety and quality improvement; monitoring of a range of variables, including thermoregulation, coagulation, cardiac output and depth of anaesthesia; target controlled infusion; 234 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 28, No. 2, April 2000 
